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EVANGELICAL VISITOR
"The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, and he that winneth souls is wise."

Volume XXXV

NAPPANEE, INDIANA, NOVEMBER 27, 1922

Number 664

IT'S YOU.
It isn't the church; it's you,
Or the way the choir sings,
It isn't the preacher's flowery prayer
Or the size of the coin your neighbor gives,
Or the help your brother brings,
It isn't the size of your favorite church,
Or the cost of your favorite pew,
Or the style of the clothes the members wear;
For it isn't the church—it's you.
It isn't the way the work is done,
Or the way the money's spent,
Or whether the Gospel's all brought in,

Or whether there's some that's sent
It isn't the kind of creed they love,
Or peculiar things they do,
Or whether the doctrine suits your taste;
For it isn't the church—it's you.
For a chain's as strong as the weakest link,
And it breaks with a heavy load,
But a church that's full of the links that pull
Can level the roughest road.
If you get in tune with the Master's will,
With your heart and your labors, too,
You will love your church, though it has its faults,
For it isn't the church—it's you.
•—R. R. Newberry ,in Christian Herald. Selected by Lizzie
Basehore, Hershey, Pa.
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NOTE—A Bible Conference was held at the Bethel Church,
Kansas, on November 29, 30 and December 1. The program was
ceived too late for the first issue of the Visitor in November and
the second was printed too late to make the announcement.

VISITOR

PROGRAM OF MINISTERIAL AND
SUNDAY SCHOOL MEETING
to be held at the
Brethren in Christ Church

TRACTS
The following list of tracts are now available:
A Warning to the Unsaved.
Clean Speech.
He Had No Song.
He Will Not Know Me.
How Captain John Coutts Got Peace.
How I May Be Saved.
"I've Forgotten! I've Forgotten!"
I Saw the Red Light.
I'll Take My Chance.
Time, Death and Eternity.
This Man.
Wrong Directions.
Whom are You Serving ?
We Would See Jesus.
What We Believe and Why We Believe It.
Will it be Good Night or Goodbye;
Tracts are free for careful distribution, stamps and offerings
appreciated. Address all orders to Brethren in Christ Tract Depot,
Nappanee, Indiana.

TRACT FUNDS NEEDED.
Since your Tract Committee has deemed it advisable to enlarge its activities by establishing a Tract Depot, to meet a general demand for a larger variety of
tracts, we wish to call the attention of the brotherhood to
the need of replenishing the Tract Fund.
During the past few months a number of tracts as
listed in the Visitor, were published in ten thousand lots,
the total number published being about one hundred and
thirty thousand. These tracts were printed at the cost
pf labor and material, but the Tract Fund has a deficit
a t present. As the tracts are supplied for free distribution, and the fund is only supported by contributions and
.offerings, we present this need as a worthy cause, and
;a place to invest that will return dividends in immortal
isouls.
May we have some liberal offerings for this cause?
Who will hasten to make the answer, YES!
Send all contributions and offerings, and orders for
tracts to Brethren in Christ Tract Depot, Nappanee, Ind.
0. B. Ulery, Treas., Tract Fund.
FAREWELL.
Harrisburg, Pa., Nov. 14, 1922
Dear Readers of the Visitor:
Greeting with Isa. 40:41: They that wait upon the Lord shall
renew their strength; they shall mount up on wings as eagles;
' they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint. I
want to take this opportunity to thank all again for the fruit and
things sent in for the mission field, as well as craving an extended
interest in the prayers of the saints, that God may in every way
have His way. The writer will be sailing for India November
21 1922 from New York harbor on S. S. Beregaria.
Yours for the Master's service,
M. E F F I E ROHRER.
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Mechanicsburg, Pa.
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 1922
Ministerial Meeting
10:00
10:10
10:45
10:50
11:25
11:30
12:05

Invocation
Moderator
The Minister's Duty as Viewed by a Layman
Isaiah F. Bashore
Music
Congregation
How a Minister Should Regard His Duty..Eld. Enos H. Hess
Music
Congregation
Some Dangers Confronting the Present Day Minister
Elder A. W. Climenhaga
Adjournment.
Sunday School Meeting

1:00 Song Service and Devotional Period.
1:30 The Revelation of the Minister to the Sunday School..Jesse R. Steckley
2:05 Music
Mechanicsburg Quartet
2:15 The Sunday School as a Soul Winning Agency
Henry G. Brubaker
2:50 Music
Grantham Quartet
3:00 Methods That We Have Found Useful
Superintendents of Sunday Schools within the districts
4:00

Adjournment.
Evening Session

7:00 Devotional Period.
7:15 The Relation of the Sunday School Worker to the
Church
Elder S. C. Eshelman
50 Music
.Carlisle Quartet
00 Hindrances to Sunday School Efficiency....Isaiah F. Bashore
35 Music .....
Grantham
40 The Sunday School as a Living Organism....Roy H. Wenger
NOTES FROM PASADENA
We are thankful to God that He has helped us so far. The
Sunday School and church services have steadily increased, which
is encouraging.
God has so graciously blessed us that all expenses have been
met and all obligations as they have become due.
We are glad to have with us for a while Grandma Leemoster
of Upland, also Sister Mary Lyons for a brief stay.
The Joe A. Smith family and B. L. Byer and family, and Bro.
Harry Stauffer of Pasadena attended the Upland love feast. A
good time was enjoyed spiritually.

NEWS ITEM
A series of revival meetings are expected to commence in
Markham District, on December 3rd with Eld. M. L. Dohner in
charge. We earnestly solicit the prayers of the saints on behalf of these services.
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SHALL WE HAVE AN ANNUAL OR
BI-ANNUAL GENERAL CONFERENCE?
For some time this question has agitated the minds of the
Brotherhood. Like other questions, it has two sides. Let us
carefully consider both sides and see which has the more advantages.
One of the main arguments against an Annual Conference is
the great expense. It is true, General Conference is expensive.
However, if we look at it fairly, it is not as expensive as it seems.
One great item of expense is to feed the people. But suppose
the case that we had no General Conference, would people eat less ?
Whether we go to Conference or whether we stay at home the
expense for board is practically the same. The only difference is,
if we stay at home we pay our own board; if we go to Conference the district where the Conference is held pays our board.
The aggregate expense for the Church is practically the same.
This expense to the local district could be eliminated by charging each Conference visitor enough for his board to cover expenses.
If this were done the expenses for the local district would be
greatly diminished, while the amount of money each visitor pays
for board would be very little more than his board rost him at
home.
A second item of expense is the carfare. We are scattered
over such a wide territory that it is rather expensive to attend
Conference every year. But shall we stop a good thing simply because it is expensive? Automobiles are very expensive, yet many
of us have them. Living has been very expensive the last few
years, yet we all want to live. And shall we give up the wonderful spirital benefits of General Conference in order to save a
little money?
Those who favor a bi-annual Conference use the argument that
the money which is now spent for General Conference could be
given for mission work. That sounds very good, but would it be
done? Suppose the case that the local expenses for a district to
entertain a General Conference are $1500.00. If Conference did
not convene one year, would the district that was supposed to
entertain it, pay $1500.00 into the Mission Treasury? I should say
not. Or suppose that a brother spends on an average fifty dollars
a year to go to Conference, would he pay that amount into the
mission treasury the year that Conference does not convene ? Instead of increasing the funds for mission work, it would work
the other way. A great part of the money collected for missions
and benevolent work is either given or subscribed at General Conference. According to the report of last Conference about $1100.00
were contributed to Home Missions and over $1500.00 for Foreign
Missions, besides the money that was contributed to the benevolent fund. Whenever Conference does not convene these dona*tions will drop off considerably.
Outside of the financial part there are other considerations
which are sufficiently urgent to have Conference convene annually.
In the first place Conference is a good place to present the needs
of the mission field, both home and foreign. At nearly every Conference there are some returned missionaries who tell us of their
work, and thus create and keep alive an interest in the mission field.
If Conference would convene bi-ennially, a great deal of this
interest would be lost, and the cause would suffer. This interest in
mission work cannot be awakened by correspondence as it is by
personal contact with those who have been on the field and see
the need. There is a certain inspiration received in coming together face to face which is received in no other way. Heb. 10:25.
Then again to meet in annual Conference helps to keep the
church united both in faith and practice. If Conference should
convene bi-ennially there would be a loss of unity which is so
essential in church work. No matter how much it costs to hold
General Conference, we cannot afford to lose this unity and fellowship occasioned by an annual Conference, in order to save a
little money. What a sad fact it would be to see the church divided
just because we were trying to save a little money
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Then again it is a great spiritual blessing for a district to entertain General Conference. These blessings cannot be measured
in money. The church at Upland, Cal., still feels the blessed effects
of General Conference of 1921. Shall we rob the districts of this
blessing by having Conference only once in two years.
Another point we must consider, and that is the amount of
work that would accumulate if we had a bi-ennial Conference.
Under the present system four days are almost too short to accomplish the amount of work necessary. What would it be if we
had a bi-ennial Conference?
Last but not least is the spiritual help that people receive
during General Conference. If there were no other considerations, this alone would be worth while to convene annually. The
best talent of the church is usually well represented, fsnd during
the evenings and on Sunday heart-searching messages are delivered, that bring conviction to souls. No doubt many souls can
look back to some General Conference and say that is the place
where they found deliverance from sin and entered the gloriousliberty of the children of God. Can we afford TO miss this glorious opportunity of helping souls to get right with i.od? How
many people could say that their lives were unfruitful
and
powerless until they received the fullness of the blessing as General Conference ? And then the hlpful instructions and admonitions that are received at the Sunday School convention and the
ministerial and other meetings make it imperative that we have
an Annual Conference.
Yours in the Master's service,
P. J. WIBBE..

H O W THEY SHOULD PREACH
It was a most solemn truth that thousands and millions of
the human race are on the brink of the bottomless pit. Men and
women are on the verge of eternal destruction. The dreadful and
damnable power of sin has enveloped the world. Never in the
history of the world has so much wickedness and misery been seen.
Humanity is groaning under the intoxicating power of unrighteousness. There is a cry which reaches our ears from every
corner of the world. It is neither a cry of joy nor a shout of
gladness. It is not a song of victory over the devil, the world
and flesh, but is a cry of despair, a lamentation full of sadness. It
is a cry which almost breaks the hearts of those who have ears
to hear. There is an angry fever in it, yet the imploring elements are not lacking. They cry with the anguish of their hearts:
"We would see Jesus!"
"We would see Jesus!" We are not satisfied either with the
world or with the things of the world. Our hearts are fainting.
Our sorrows are overwhelming, our hopes are dimmed and our
schemes have failed us. We experience gloom and misery
in our days, and the full meaning of our lives is a; mystery to us.
We do not see any beam of hope any where; our horizon is darkened. Our days are passing . . . . we cannot stop them. Our
soul is empty, our eyes are darkened. Nothing beyond but obscurity! We are afraid! We hoped, we expected, we dreamed, but,
alas, the summer is past, the harvest is ended and our poor souls
are not saved. O, that we could escape from the awful destruction which we are rushing into!
The church of God has lost her power, she has lost the consciousness of her responsibility. The pleasures of this life, thelove of money have found entrance into the hearts of Christians..
Instead of self-sacrifice, selfishness and personal interest have become the living characteristics of most of the preachers. Instead of
the humility of Christ, so-called holy indignation has made w a y
into the lives of many children of God. The Old Testament Saints
and the early christians lived on this earth as strangers and pilgrims, but now Christians with strong carnal bands are tied to
the world. The devices of the devil are various and numerous. He
is wise enough to give prescriptions according to individual needs „

(Continued on page 5)
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CONTRIBUTIONS
THE ALL-SUFFICIENT CHRIST
C. B. EAVEY
The Hated Christ
Part XXII.
"If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me
before it hated you. If ye were of the world, the world
would love his own; but because ye are not of the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world, therefore the
wcild hateth you. Remember the word that I said unto
vou, The servant is not greater than his lord If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they kept
my saying, they will keep yours also. But all these
things will they do unto you for my name's sake, because
they know not him that sent me." John 15:18-21.
Those whom God favored have never been loved by
rhis world since enmity was put between the seed of the
woman and the serpent. Cain hated Abel and slew him
because his works were righteous. Esau hated Jacob
because the blessing of the Lord was upon him. Saul
hated David with the most intense hatred because the
Lord was with him. The "prophets, and wise men, and
scribes" that God sent to men were'killed and crucified,
scourged and persecuted from city to city. "They were
stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were
slain with the sword; they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented." Hebrews 11:37.
Hatred characterizes the devil's kingdom just as love
does the kingdom of God. Ever since satan fell from
heaven, he ha,s hated all that is good and holy. As soon as
God created man, satan began to conspire against him,
the highest creature. And, having caused his fall from a
state of favor with God, satan was well satisfied to receive him as an instrument by means of which hatred
might be shown toward all that came from GodThrough the ages this hatred has been found in the
world, the children of this world, as distinguished from
the children of God. There has always been a large
number of people who would not submit themselves to
God. Being aliens and enemies by nature, there was no
love in their hearts for God and they would not permit
His Spirit to operate in such a way as to turn their hearts
to Him. Consequently, the carnal mind, which is enmity against God, remained to cause them to be antagonistic against God's agents and messengers.
• The fruits of this enmity against God are two in
number. One of them; viz, persecution, we have already
considered to some extent. Those who live godly suffer
persecution. Hatred is not satisfied with mere feeling; it
seeks expression in definite acts. The second fruit of inbred enmity is the rejection of the message from God.
Men want nothing to do with Him because they hate
Him. So, they refuse to accept the message that He
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sends, even though it be a message of reconciliation.
Jesus felt to the fullest extent the hatred of the
world for the things of God. He was the incarnation of
goodness; so He was the central object of the antagonism
that badness manifest toward goodness. Scarcely had
had He made His appearance on earth as an innocent
babe, the very likeness of goodness itself, until hatred
reared up its head against Him and sought His young life.
The gospel narrative is filled with incidents that show
how keen was the antagonism against our Lord. Time
after time men sought to entrap Him one way after another. Many were the attempts that were made to entangle Him. More than once He would have been killed if
only the agents of satan would have had the course to act
as they wished.
Finally, hatred against Him grew to such proportions that these agents did get Him into their power
and then how malignant was their manifestation of enmity! To what unspeakable cruelties did they subject
the One who was goodness incarnate! No insult was too
mean to heap upon Him; no indignity was too unworthy
to offer Him. The vilest treatment that the ingenuity
of hell could devivse was accorded the Lord who had come
to effect a reconciliation between man and God, He suffered the most ignoble death that satanic hatred was
capable of inflicting.
This superlative expression of eternal hatred was
made because He was good, because He was God, and in
spite of the fact that He loved men. To the loving heart
no pain is so great as that pain caused by the consciousness of being the object of hate. How keen then must
have been the suffering endured by the Lord, whose love
was infinite! And how greatly has the world aggravated
its wickedness and shown its exceeding sinfulness by
hating and persecuting Christ whose good words and
good works recommended Him to it!
The same spirit of hatred which led a wicked unbelieving world to reject and crucify Christ now shows
itself strongly against those who are His. Whom He
blesses the world curses; whom He favors the world
despises; and whom He honors the world rejects. "All
that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer" the effects of the world's enmity. The fallen, unregenerate
race, with whom self-interest is supreme, to whom holiness is a term of disgust, to whom God is offensive, who
are the agents of satan, will hate and persecute the followers of Christ.
The moment that one takes up the Master's cross
and begins to die to the world is the moment that the
world begins to hate him. As long as one is of the world,
he is an object of such love as the world entertains. It
is only natural that those who are devoted to the world
should be caressed by it. But so soon as one is chosen
nv Christ from the world, so s-oon tho antipathy is
established. The world takes up arms against such an
one and may go to almost any imaginable extent in warring against him.
But great is the comfort that the child of God has in
the midst of all animosity from an unbelieving world.
"Ye know that it hated me before it hated you." The
Son of God, incarnate goodness itself, was hated also. Our
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Lord and —aster, our Leader and Commander was hated
before we were. He excelled in goodness, was perfectly
innocent, and yet He was hated. Can we expect any less ?
"The servant is not greater than his lord." Since He
suffered persecution, persecution has become an honor.
The disciple is honored when there is meted out to him
the same treatment that his Lord received.
"Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against
you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceedingly
glad: for great is your reward in heaven." Matthew 5:11,
12. "Ye shall be hated of uu men for my name's sake."
The fact that one is hated and persecuted without just
cause, constitutes a reason for great rejoicing because the
glory that shall be his by virtue of having been chosen by
Christ sets him above the world. That giory is what the
Lord is enjoying now. If we suffer with Christ, and for
Chrst, we shall reign with Him throughout eternity.
It is a wonderful thing to be connected with Christ,
to be able to share in His sufferings, to be a participant
in the eternal conflict between right and wrong. Every
believer ought to rejoice in any sufferings which he must
undergo, for he is a partaker of Christ's sufferings. These
sufferings, in the very nature of circumstances are necessary to the working out of salvation for men. And
"when his glory shall be revealed" each faithful believer
will be glad "with exceeding joy." The light afflictions
of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the great and eternal weight of glory that shall be revealed when the believer shall take his place with Christ,
who endured such contradition of sinners against himself and is now "set down at the right hand of the
throne of God."
Let us look unto Him and consider His patience under sufferings that- were imposed because of intense hatred. We have never been hated as He was; we shall never be hated as He was. Nor shall we ever be called upon
to suffer anything that He does not know about. His
experiences were such as made Him abundantly able to
enter into sympathy with any and every despised persecuted child of God.
(Continued from page 3.)
He is very much concerned that the Word of God should not be
preached, and the salvation of our Lord Jesus Christ should not
be proclaimed. He tried different methods in the past to accomplish his purpose, and now He is playing another successful
tragedy among some of the holiness people by making them
believe that the Christitan preachers should both preach the gospel and support themselves.
We are commanded to prove all things and to hold fast that
which is good. The bitter consequences are strong enough to
convince anybody with common sense that this method of preaching the gospel has not met the need of the present day. This
method of serving the Lord and being his ambassador on this
earth has not been beneficial to the cause of Christ. This kind of
worker has not been able to lead to Christ the sinsick people of
the world who are hungry and thirsty for the things of God.
A preacher who is under the obligation of supporting himself
cannot be his best for Christ. The cares of this life are strong factors to keep busy the heart and mind of a preacher. So some of
our preachers work six days during the week. Saturday evening, or Sunday morning they start to think about their (secondary)
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religious work. Then, consequently they dream about their business on Sundays, and when they shut their eyes still their imaginations' are full with their occupation. It is inevitable that industrial employment and commercial vantage for such preachers
are leading factors in choosing their fields of labor in preaching
the gospel. • They have not learned to trust God for guidance.
They go any place which seems to promise financial success. Thus
certain churches are left without any preacher and other churches
are overloaded with six or seven preachers. Under such conditions it is no wonder that progress in the churches is slow and
halting.
The Professors of this doctrine—that the preachers should
support themselves—keep this point of view that St. Paul both
worked with his hands and also preached the gospel. The half
truth makes people lop-sided. It is necessary to see the whole
truth. The Apostle Paul did not preach against the doctrine of
pastoral support. He writes to the Philippians—"But I rejoiced
in the Lord greatly that now at the last your care of me hath
flourished again;—not withstanding ye have well done, that ye
did communicate with my affliction. For even in Thessalonica ye
haye sent once and again unto my necessity." Phil. 4:10-18. Again,
we have to keep in mind that when St. Paul worked with his hands
at Corinth he pursued a special purpose. The reading of the ninth
chapter of the First Corinthians will bring out the point clearly.
Adam Clark personafying Paul in this chapter says: "Though
we have this right, we have not availed ourselves of it; "but have
worked with our hands to bear our own charges, lest any of you
should think that we preached the gospel merely to procure a
temporal support, and so be prejudiced against us; and thus prevent our success in the salvation of your souls."
Moreover the professors of this doctrine forget that the
main and only purpose of St. Paul's life was the preaching of the
gospel. The time he spent in the work of the Lord cannot be compared with the time which he spent in other occupations. He
was not interested in his own comfort; he did not care for the
things of this world; his whole being was filled with one idea, the
salvation of souls. He says "I have great heaviness and continual
sorrow in my heart—my heart's desire and prayer to God for
Israel is that they might be saved." I wonder if the preachers
who spend the greater part of their time to obtain their temporal
needs and give just a little time for the work of the Lord, are able
to give the same testimony before God and men as the Apostle
Paul did. Yet, even if they give strong testimonies without having any blessing and result from their service and lives, others
will not trust them.
Ministers must support themselves, so most likely they are
after their own job. Do not expect to find them in the closet on
their knees groaning before God for the salvation of souls, and
pleading for the spiritual welfare of their congregation. You cannot find them dealing personally with the individuals,—they are
employed somewhere else. You may look for them on the farms,
and in the banks. They are employed as carpenters, as painters
and as peddlers; they are very busy as agents of oil stock, and of
real estate. They have lost the clear vision of the cross, or they
have never had it, and their ears have stopped to listen to the
voice of their Master saying, "Feed my lambs."
Yet, they will be held responsible for the eternaj misery of
some lost one; they cannot free themselves from this responsibility
by preaching a dry sermon on Sunday, and by shaking hands with
the congregation. The conversation of a sinner and the sanctification of a believer is a great thing, but to keep saved and sanctified
is more important. Many people have started to walk in this narrow way—they had joy and peace in their souls, yet the nature of
the temptation was new to them. They faced hard problems and
began to lose their experiences. The Devil got after them; they
fought with all their might against the powers of darkness, yet
they were defeated because they were left alone and the shepherds;
of the flock did not care for them.
God meant whatever He said, Listen! "Woe be to the shepherds of Israel that do feed themselves! Should not the shepherds
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feed the flocks? The diseased have ye not strengthened, neither
have ye healed that which was sick, neither have ye bound up that
which was broken, neither ye sought that which was lost, but with
driven away, neither have ye sought that which was lost, but with
force and with cruelty have ruled them. And they were scattered, because there is no shepherd. And they became meat to all
the beasts of the field, when they were scattered. My sheep
wandered through all the mountains and upon every high hill. Yet,
my flock was scattered upon all the face of the earth, and none did
search or seek after them."
The churches must support their preachers. The children of
God must feel responsible for the support of that kind of preachers
who are God's appointed shepherds; who count not success anything
but the salvation of souls; who have realized the sacredness of
their office, who have known that they must redeem the time for
the days are evil, and who are willing to spend their energy in
the work of the Lord. Again, Adam Clark, personifying St. Paul
in the ninth chapter of the First Corinthians, says: "If we have
been the means of bringing you into a state of salvation, by the
divine doctrines which we have preached unto you is it too much
for us to expect a temporal support, when we give ourselves up
entirely to this work? Every man who preaches the gospel, has a
right to his own support and that of his family, while thus employed. The workman is worthy of his meat." Preachers must be
free from the trouble of supporting themselves, they must proclaim Christ and salvation through His atoning blood. Thus the
messenger of God will have plenty of time for prayer, more time
for meditation, more chance to come in contact with the individuals, and he will feel the burden of souls on his heart. Most
likely his mind and heart will be centered on the things of God, and
consequently his service will be powerful.
After all, preachers must depend on God for their support.
Our God is not a hard master, if He has called anybody for His
service He is bound to support him and blessed be His name, He
will do it. If our ministers are willing to live like their master
who did not have any place on earth to put His head, or like the
Apostle Paul, who had learned to be content with anything, who
was instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound
and to suffer need, who could do all things through Christ, then
they will stop being stumbling blocks among the Christians and a
reproach for the name of Christ in the world.
"It is a maintenance, and that only which a minister of God
is to expect, and that he has a divine right to; but not to make a
fortune, or lay up wealth. Meat and drink, the necessities, not
the superfluities of life, were what those primitive messengers of
Christ required; it was just that they who laboured in the Gospel, should live by the gospel."—A. C.
When the Disciples returned from their evangelical work
Christ asked them if they lacked anything, they answered t h a t
they did not. "Go!" was the Master's last command to his disciples, and together with the command He gave to them a wonderful promise, saying, "I am with you until the end of the
world." Thank God, even today there are preachers and workers
of the gospel who are gladly and willingly devoting their time in
the work of the Master, and their faithful Lord is rewarding them
abundantly with both spiritual and temporal blessing. Their lives
are rich, their influence is holy and they have success in their
work. Hundreds and thousands are let to Christ through the instrumentality of their honest labor.
Let all the preachers be ready for any sacrifice at any moment
to 'do the Lord's command, without considering any earthly interest. Precious, undying, unsaved souls are still waiting for them.
Oh! how necessary that their entire energies be employed in striving to bring the wanderers to the Savior's fold. How blessed it
is to be permitted to work for Jesus. Every hour spent in precious toil for Him gives additional lustre to the crown awaiting the
faithful just Deyond the river—while every mordent lost, some
poor soul is hurled into eternal loss. Let each o le proclaim the
message so that all may hoar; for how can the;- hear without a
— G. M. Aposhian.
preaov-r ;
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THE CAUSES OF THE DESTRUCTION
OF THE NEAR EAST.
I being one of those that "came out from great tribulation" with a great loss, it was impossible for me to be
unexcited in hearing the terrible agony of those dear
souls and the destruction of that beautiful Smyrna where
eleven months were passed.
To read the newspapers terrified and trembled me.
The scenes of the place that was burned are before my
eyes as I think that I have passed through it. For a moment putting away my lamentationss for an undescribaale misery and suffering of the Near East.
I want to be sincere to tell its causes. Let us have
as a key 1 Cor. 10:11. What lessons can we get from the
Jews and the destruction of Jerusalem? Let us study
them from the Word of God.
(First) It was wickedness according to II Chron.
36:4-14. "And he did that which was evil in the sight of
the Lord his God and humbled not himself. . . . Moreover all the chief of the priests and the people transgressed very much after all the abominations of the
heathen." Please read Jer. 6:13;23:11.
(Second) Because they rejected the Word of God.
"Lo, they have rejected the Word of the Lord. . . therefore, will I give their wives unto others, and their fields
will I give to them that shall inherit them." Jer. 8:9-10,
also Jer. 9:13-16 is very interesting. "Because they have
cast away the law of the Lord of Hosts and despised the
Word of the Lord of Israel. THERFORE, is the anger of
the Lord kindled against his people . . • and hath smitten them.' Isa. 5:24.
(Third) To put their trust unto other nations. "For
my people have committed two evils, they have forsaken
me, the fountain of living waters and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns, that can hold no water.' Jer. 2:13.
18. "And now what hast thou to do in the way of Egypt
to drink the waters of Sihor?" "As for us, our eyes as
yet failed for our vain self; in our watching, we have
watched for a nation that could not save us." Lam. 4:17.
(Fourth) The worldliness and immoral dressing, so
called fa,shion of the ladies. "Because the daughters of
Sion pre haughty and walk with stretched forth necks
and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as they go and
•m,°Wng a tinkling with their feet . . therefore, the Lord
will smite with a scab the crown of the head of the
daughters of Sion . . . Thy men shall fall by the sword
and thy mighty in the war a,nd her gates shall lament and
mourn; and she being desolate, shall sit upon the
ground." Isa, 3:16-26. Please read carefully .
(Fifth) The falsity of the shepherds. "Because
they have seduced my people, saying Peace; and there
was no peace. They have healed also the hurt of the
daughter of my people slightly saying, Peace, peace; when
there is no peace." Ez. 13:10.
"O my people, they which lead Thee cause Thee to
err and destroy the way of thy paths." Isa. 3:12. "My
people hath been lost sheep, their shepherds have caused
them to go astray." Jer. 50:6. "Thus said the Lord concerning the prophets that make my people err, that bite
with their teeth and cry Peace . . . Therefore, shall Sion
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for your sake be plowed as a field and Jerusalem shall become heaps, and the mountain of the house as the high
places o fch'e forest." Micah 3:5-12. "Thy prophets have
seen vain and foolish things for thee; and they have not
discovered thine iniquity to turn away thy captivity; but
have seen for thee false burdens and causes of banishment.'' Lament 2:14. "Woe be unto the pastors that
destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! saith the
Lord." Jer. 23:4.
(Sixth) The selfishness of the nations. "Woe to
them that are at ease . . . that drink wine in bowls and
anoint themselves with the chief ointment: but they are
not grieved for the affliction of Joseph." Amos 6:1, 6.
"And am very sore displeased with the nations that are
a,t ease; for I am but a little displeased and they helped
forward the affliction.' Zech. 1:15. "Fo* thy violence
against thy brother Jacob, shame shall cover thee, and
thou shalt be cut off for ever. "In the day that thou
stoodest on the other side, in the day that the strangers
carried away captive his forces and foreigners entered
into his gates and cast lots upon Jerusalem, even thou
wast as one of them. "For the day of the Lord Obadiah
1:10, 11, 15. "Thus said the Lord . . . because they delivered up the whole captivity to Edom and remembered
not the brotherly covenant." Amos 1:9. Are not the
European nations guilty in all these things? Did not
France bring up greater harm and destruction on Cilicia
than the wild uneducated Turks? Were not the Alliance
false to their promises? Has not America great responsibility in all these things ? Were they not the
causes of defilement? They filled Asia Minor with their
so-called Christian Missionaries. I do not tell for all; but
in majority they are the deniers of the verbal inspiration
of the Bible; the atoning blood of Christ; that man is a
fallen creature and needs a Saviour and this Saviour is
the only Son of God, born by the Spirit from a Virgin.
They deny the eternal punishment, etc. They brought
the hateful dance, which is the cause to destroy the morals of tfre youth. Their harm was more than their use.
The man-ordained (not of God) missionaries led the unconverted people to be Church Members, so that the
Churches are full of worldly people. Please turn with me
to the first chapter of Isaiah and see the 4, 7, 11, 13 and
14 verses how worldliness and formality are abominations
unto God. But be it known, that among the professed
Christians there came out God-appointed preachers,
teachers and evangelists, who were bold to refute the
sins both of the people and the pastors. They had remembered us the time of the true prophets. My husband was one of them, who was put to death; e. g.,
hanged by the professed Christians; e. g., pastors because of his boldness and loyalty to the eternal Word of
God in 1916.
There will not be time enough for me to mention
about the faith, fervent love to Christ and the devoted
life of the true believers of the Near East during these
long years of war, massacre and deportation. Oh! how
wonderfully they endured hardship and trials, suffering
even unto death. Hebrews 11:36-38 was wonderfully fulfilled.
•
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(Seventh) And lastly it is a warning to the other
nations. Comparing the spiritual condition of this land
with the Near East, I found more and worse than them.
Wickedness is in uttermost; rejoicing the Word of God
in the highest degree here. People, according to II Timothy 3:4, "Are lovers of pleasure more than the lovers of
God." The fashionability and immorality is undescribable. The Churches are full of formality and worldliness
more than any where. What is going to be with this
land? According to the Word of God great judgments
are waiting for her. Please read carefully these verses
Jeremiah 3:8-11 and Ezek. 22:2-16. "Neither hath Samaria committed half of thy sins: but thou hast multiplied thine abominations more than they and hath justified thy sisters in all thine abominations which thou hast
done." Ezek. 16:51 also 52. "But except ye repent, ye
shall all likewise perish." Luke 13:5.
Mrs. A. H. Bosdaujoglon,
Greek Evangelist
Boston Mission.
PRAYER.
Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and
shut thy doors about thee.—Isa. 26:20.
There is a place where thou canst touch the eyes
Of blinded men to instant perfect sight;
There is a place where thou canst say, "Arise,"
To dying captives bound in chains of might;
There is a place where thou canst reach the store
Of hoarded gold and free it for the Lord;
There is a place upon some distant shore
Where thou canst send the worker or the Word;
There is a place where God's resistless power
Responsive moves to thine insistent plea;
There is a place, a simple trusting place,
Where God Himself descends and fights for thee.
Where is that blessed place ? Dost thou ask where ?
0 soul, it is the secret place of prayer!
Persevere in your Christian calling. Be careful to
lay aside every weight, ajid the sin which most easily
besets you. Keep your eye steadily fixed on Jesus. Abide
in Him. Remember that without Him you can do nothing, and with Him you can do all things. Watch and pray
daily. Be steadfast, unmovajble, always abounding in the
work of the Lord. Settle it down in your heart that not
a cup of cold water given in the name of a disciple shall
lose its reward, and that every year you are so much
nearer home.—J. C. Ryle.
Though I have experienced many and great comforts,
yet I am at times almost discouraged.' My heart seems to
be a soil so bad, that all labor is thrown away upon it, for,
instead of growing better, it grows worse. What a wearisome task, or rather conflict, it is, to be always fighting
with an enemy, whom no defeats can weaken or tire. I
am afraid that many of my desires to be delivered from
his power proceed rather from a sinful impatience than a
better source. But it is most distressing whei?. favored
with manifestations of a Savior's love, to think we shall
agci'n sin against and grieve iTim.—Edward Payson.
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Permanent Church Headquarters.
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home
1175 Bailey Street,
Harrisburg, Pa.
Attention of General Conference Secretary.

Mrs.
J. A. Climenhaga and Mrs. Naomi
Lady, Matopo Mission, Bulawayo, S. Africa.
Elder and Mrs. J. L. Myers, Mrs. Sallie
Doner, Miss Mary Heisey, Miss Sadie Book,
and Miss Annie Winger, Mtshabezi Mission, Private Bag, Bulawayo, S. Africa.
Elder and Mrs. II. J. Frey, P. O. Box
5, Bulawayo. S. Africa.
Elder and Mrs. Myron Taylor, Miss
Beulah Musser. Sikalonga Mission, Choma,
N. Rhodesia, S. Africa.
Miss H. Frances Davidson, Miss Lila
Coon, Macha Mission, Choma. N. Rhodesia.
S. Africa.
Home on Furlough
Bishop and Mrs. H. P. Steigerwald, Pavonia, Ohio.
Mrs. Hannah Baker. Stayner, Ontario.
India
D.
E.
and
Lottie
Rohrer, Supaul, B. &
NT. W ity., India.
Eld C. E. and Ruth B. Heise, Anna M.
Steckh;y, Dauram Madhipura, N. Bhagalpur B. & N. W. Ry., India
Eld. H. L. and Katie Smith, Eld. A. D.
M. and Nellie Dick, Sr. Ruth Byer, Sr. Ella
Gayman, Saharsa, N. Bhagalpur Dist., B.
& N. W. Ry., India.
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Marnages

Obituaries

MARTIN-MARTIN

BAKER—Catharine (Horner) Baker wife of Abraham Baker,
was born in Scott Township, Ont., June 4th, 1862, and died August
25th, 1922, at her home near Gormley, aged 60 years, 2 months and
21 days.
She leaves to mourn her departure her husband, one son. one
(laughter and four grandchildren, six brothers, and two sisters.
She left good evidence of being prepared. She had suffered from
heart failure for more than a year.
Funeral services on Sunday, August 27th at the Markham M.
H., conducted by Eld. T. S. Doner, of Clarence Center, N. Y., and
Eld. R. Eltherington (Mennonite). Interment in adjoining cemetery.

On November 9. 1922, at the home of the bride's parents, Bro.
and Sister Amos Martin of Elizabethtown, Pa,, there occurred
the marriage of their daughter. Sister Rhoda H. to Bro. Paul Martin, all of Elizabethtown, Pa., Bish. L. O. Musser officiating.
LEHMAN-GOOD
On November 18, 1922 there occurred the marriage of Clarence
G. Lehman and Mary B. Good. The ceremony was performed
by Bishon L. O. Musser at his residence in Florin, Pa.

If a preacher has no oil in his lamp, it matters little
how lavishly it may run down his beard!—A. J. Gordon.
God is not a novelist who ha,s to complete His story
in one volume. His purposes cannot be frustrated; they
may be delayed.—Selected.
If we are not satisfied with Christ, God has nothing better for us.—Luther.

But is she dead? The spirit lives
With God above the skies
To Him eternal praises give
That she has gained the prize.

/
Tis sweet to know we meet again,
Where parting is no more,
And that the one we loved so well
Has only gone before
Oh, Draise the Lord for loving grace,
We'll meet up yonder face to face.
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BAKER—John S. Baker was born August 5, 1837, and died at
his home near Gormley, Ont., on Sept. 20, 1922, aged 86 years, 1
month, and 15 days. He was married to Sarah Schell in 1870, who
preceded him in death a number of years ago. To this union were
born four children, one girl and three boys, all of whom survive.
He was married again to Fanny Brillinger, and to this union
were born two boys and one girl, who are still living to mourn
their loss. He also has two brothers and one half brother, two
full sisters and one half sister still living.
Bro. Baker neglected the all-important question until the
age of seventy-five, when he gave his heart to God. He united
with the Brethren in Christ, and remained a faithful member till
death, which was due to bronchitis. On his death bed he often expressed his desire to get to his heavenly home.
Funeral services were conducted by Bish. Peter Steckley and
Rev. R. Eltherington (Mennonite) at the Markham Dist. M. H.
Interment in the adjoining cemetery.

REPORTS
TFSTIMONY
Readers of the Visitor:
Grettings in the precious name of Jesus, W'" ) has shed His
own blood that we might, be redeemed. I am ?''.ul that He accounted me worthy to be one of His little ones. I can truly say
.. ilh .ne Psalmist, "The Inrd is my shepherd, 1 shall not want.''
And as long as we follow Him, He will lead us among the green
pastures, where we can have real enjoyment in His Service.
I am glad for the old-time religion which saves and keeps us
from all sin here below, and gives us joy that the world can.
never give. But if we as young people do not take the way and let
Jesus have His way in our lives, where will we drift to? We will
surely lose the path which our Fathers have trod, if we do not
keep on the good old-fashioned way. I am glad, too, that we have
the same Jesus today as He was in days of yore, Who can save;
and heals us if we only trust Him. Praise His name! Why not
let Him have His way when He will do so much for us. This old
world would be a dark one to me if it was not for this blessed
Jesus Who can comfort when all else fails, and help us thro our
journey here below. Let us all be busy working for our Master
while/ it is called today, for1 the night will come when no man can
work, and there are many sheaves which must be garnered.
I want to shine for Jesus and let Him work out His will and
purpose in my life.
Your sister in Christ
Ethel Dilts, Marshville, Ont.
RICHLAND-ASHLAND DISTRICT
The church of Richland and Ashland Co., Ohio met October 7
and 8 at Chestnut Grove church for communion service;
Elder W. J. Myers assisting for which we were very glad; also
glad for the privilege of showing forth our Lord's death again to
a dying world.
Our evangelistic meeting commenced two weeks later, conducted by Bro. M. L. Dohner. We truly feel thankful for his
labor of love in our midst and thank our Father for the new
truths brought from His Word. One young pilgrim renewed his
covenant with the Lord. We feel encouraged to move on in the
work of the Lord.
Another encouraging feature was having Bro. and Sister
Steigerwald with us in the meeting.
—Cor.
TESTIMONY
To the readers of the Visitor:
Greeting-you in the name of Jesus. I will try to write a few
lines as I always enjoy reading testimonies of others, and we are
so busy with the cares of this life, we think we have not time to
write; but when the 'hand of affliction is laid upon us we must take
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time to lie in bed. I was afflicted very severely nearly six weeks
ago, but praise the Lord, He raised me up again. Oh, how, thankful we should be1 for the many blessings He bestows upon us poor
creatures. We ought to be very careful how we live, as we don't
know how soon our time will be over in this world; then what we
have done will be for eternity. I often think of a verse:
Lord help me live from day to day
In such a self-forgetful way
That even while I kneel to pray
My prayer may be for others.
What I wish for myself, I wish
happy as to meet in heaven, is my
Your unworthy
.
Rebecca

for all; that we may be so
prayer.
sister,
Miller, Chambersburg, Pa.

A LETTER FROM MESSIAH HOME
It was three years September 2 that we are here. We like our
Home. We would like to visit friends; but since I can't walk, it will
make traveling most difficult. But the Lord will always open the
way, for He is my Helper.
We do enjoy this home, because it is conducted by God's children, while the steward and matron are using means to make
this home pleasant. We are sorry to see one of our cooks leave
us January 15, as she is going to housekeeping. May the blessed
Lord be their comfort. We were glad to see some of the Ohio
people during Conference. Also some of our relatives were to see
us from Ohio and from Bedford County, Pa. We appreciate going out through the city and country. A good Samaritan still
takes us joy-riding.
Will close by asking all who read this to remember me in your
prayers, that the Lord may again restore my health. Will close
with a hymn:
Over the river, faces I see,
Fair as the morning, looking for me:
Free from their sorrow, grief and despair,
Waiting and watching, patiently there
Looking this way, yes,
Looking this way;
Loved ones are waiting, looking this way;
Fair as the morning, bright as the day,
Dear ones in glory, looking this way.
Sarah Custer, Harrisburg, Pa.
PHILADELPHIA MISSION
To the Visitor family:
Greeting with 2 Cor. 12:9.
We again come to you in Jesus' precious name. We realize
that time is passing by rapidly and that which we wish to do must
be done at once. May the Lord give us the real burden for precious souls. How my heart goes up in, praise and gratitude to the
Lord that He saved me in my youth .and that I did not wonder
out into the path of sin and shame. When we see how that many
have gone down so deep in sin, that it seems impossible for them
ever to get out, we know that human aid is too weak to but
lift out those deep in sin, Jesus is the One Who has gone all the
way to Calvary and there died for us. Through His death He has
made all things possible for us, as we lay hold upon Him by faith.
The Lord has again been with us through His Spirit comforting
and cheering our hearts, that with a greater zeal and determination we mean to press the battle on, and thereby see souls won
for Him. The Lord has blessed us and may He also bless those
who have been giving us of their means whereby our temporal
needs, as well as our Spiritual needs, have been supplied ,and
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thereby be co-laborers together in this great harvestfieldin the ingathering of precious souls.
Receipts for September and October, 1922
Mission Offerings
.
$39.09
Palmyra S. S
10.00
Sr Minnie Lehman
ljoo
Sri Susan Heisey
Z™.i 2.00
Sr. Elizabeth Lehman
l.oj
Sr. Miriam Benner
l.oo
Henry G. Brubaker
1.00
Bro. W. P. Keeley
5.00
Bro. Harry Rotz ...
10.00
Bro. Ethan A. Kreider

5.00

3,00
1.00

A Sister

Sr. Mabel McWilliams
TOTAL

$80.09
Expenditures

Gas
Ice

Car fare

Table supplies

$15.005.00
6.25
.J9L16
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body, he is lacking the greatest of all. That was the
condition of Naaman.
Notice further, he was in the land of Syria. He had
surrounding him on all sides the privileges of the Old
Testament, which we can term the gospel, in a measure.
^ seemed in those days he had all these surroundings at
ms
disposal. Nevertheless we find he came to the Israelites, but there was one fault in his life which was .nost
vital. It is a sad condition too often that we pay attsntion to everything but the inner life, where transpires eve r y a c t i o n between us and God. That is the vital point.
j.^
appear
TOQ m
lg
bgf
rf
,

,

beior

. . , „ , ? .

,

,

,

,

e men instead of getting down to the place where
they appear before God in thought, deed, and action, in
walking in the light from day to clay. Whether they are
really worshipping God almighty, or the things of life,
God alone knows, where He does-know where we are
living. So you see Naaman was a leper, or spiritually
speaking, he was a sinr.er.
Again over there Jesu=i Christ says, "But he was

cleansed» from

Wg lepr0SV;

jugt

so w e h a v 3 the

privilege

TOTAL
$117.41 °^ being cleaivsed from sin. That gives us encourageDeficit
$37.32 ment. I am glad this evening for what the grace of God
Other donations: Sr. Mary Stover; Sr. Bender; Bro. Sauders. does. In Naaman's territory there was no consolation,
Yours laboring for souls,
no comfort. They heard about EJisha over in the land of
Barbara E. Hitz, Cor.
Israel and of course through the message of the little
maid which the Syrians had taken captive, he was deNAAMAN THE SYRIAN.
sirous of getting cured from the leprosy. He WHS just
glad enough, of course, to go and find the man of God,
A stenographic sermon of Eld. R. Witter delivered a n d l i s t e n t o h i g m e s s a g e T h i g g h o w g a b e a u t i f u l s p i r i t
at Fairview Dist., in Ohio.
j n Naaman that he was ready to hear the conditions.
I want to call our attention to a verse of scripture Here is where so many people are not glad and receptive
that we find in II Kings 5, and the first verse. "Now Naa- to the message. The Holy Spirit, like the little captive
man, captain of the host of the kind of Syria, was a maid, is always ready to show us what our need
great man with his master, and honorable, because by is from time to time. It would not take one-half the
him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria; He was preaching that it does if the people would listen to the
also a mighty man of valor, but he was a leper. Again voice of the Holy Spirit. Naaman was down to a place
over in Luke 4th chapter and 27th verse, "Many lepers just sick enough and just hopeless enough that something
were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet; and ha(d to be done, and he could not help himself, neither
none of them was cleansed saving Naaman the Syrian, could anybody else in his country. Too often people must
The Revised Version gives regarding this thought, and be run into a corner before they will accept an opportuninone of them were cleansed but Naaman the Syrian, ty to be directed in the will of God. There were many
In the first verse in Kings it shows us a picture of what lepers in Israel, but only one that was cleansed. Among
Naaman was: a man of rank; he was a man of influence; believers so often there maybe many that have the dishe was a man of privileges and opportunities that few en- ease but too few are cleansed or get the full remedy. I
joy. Quite a picture when it comes- to things of life, but want us to notice that there are three things that I be—he was a leper. I am glad this evening that Jesus lieve we all realize as needful in life. They are
Christ gives the beautiful thought in Luke, according to these: We need something to be done with regard to
the revised version, "but he was cleansed." This puts a yesterday, that is the past life; again we need something
different face on. the story. You see there what possibili- to be done for the present; thirdly, we need something to
ties there are through Christ.
be done for the future. Now we want to meditate on
We of course are all believers here this evening but these three thoughts for a little while.
I should like to give just a few thoughts, that we might
First, we need something to be done that will reach
get our bearings. We might be ever so good, or occupy the pa,st. That refers to our pardon. We read of Bible
ever so good a position in the church; appear ever so good pardon and how he will blot out as a thick cloud our
before people, even God's little ones, but be a leper, (spir- transgressions. A little boy one time read that little
itually speaking). Leprosy is a type or picture of sin message and came running to his mamma and said,
wherever it is found in the word of God. That word, "Mamma, what does that mean, that he will blot out our
"but", is just one word, but there is a wonderful mean- transgressions." "Well," mamma said, "I saw you have
ing, a great importance in it. What would all his earthly some figures on the slate yesterday. What did you do
standing amount to if because of one thing in his physical with them?" He said, "I erased them." "Yes, but that
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did you do with them? He said, "I do not know, but I
wiped them away." "Well, we do not know how it is
done, but he just wipes them away." What a beautiful
thought. That deals with yesterday,—with the past.
Is all your yesterday under the blood ? Is the past dealt
with? Is it all wiped away? Tha,t is the justified state.
That is a blessed state to be in. No soul treats himself
fairly unless, he lives in that attitude before God continually.
If I have simply dealt with yesterday then I am in
trouble today yet. I have not received anything yet
that has taken away that priciple that has caused me to
tdo wrong, I have no hope or consolation but will do the
same thing today again, commit the same sins—actual
transgression on various lines, that a sinner does. Therefore, I need something to be done in my heart that gives
me assurance that I won't do those same things again. I
want to do right and have the principle that will do right.
I wonder tonight, if you have that principle within your
;soul. Have you that principle that does right ? Have you
the assurance that principle is there tha,t won't do it
again? That is real heart cleansing. The past is dealt
with, it is settled, it is all under the blood, and it will
keep settled. That gves assurance for today. Now we
find we need something for tomorrow.
One time a certain Scotchman in England told one
-of his tenants, "I am going to give you this little place.
You can have it and live upon it and all that you get off
All of the profits will be yours."
fof it belongs to you.
"Well," says the man, "that won't do me any good because I have no capital to stock the thing with." "Well,"
?said the Scotchman, "I believe I can do that for you too."
"I have it," said the man, "if you help me I guess we can
manage it all right." So God has made provision for
the past for my committed transgressions that they can
be forgiven. He has made provision that I can be justified a,nd cleansed from all iniquity, and then He and I
.can work the thing together. He will keep me as I will
keep in obedience to Him—a beautiful thought. Therefore I conclude that it is Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
today, and forever. Now you have pardon, purity and
power. Now it is one thing to be saved from sin—our
.cimmitted sins, another thing to be cleansed from the
principle that made us sin, and another thing to trust
God that the same power will keep me in every vocation
or every avenue of life that I enter. So it deals with the
•yesterday, today and tomorrow,—pardon, purity and
power in regard to the practical part of our salvation. I
am glad for all God does for us. He cleanses us from all
unrighteousness.
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you would gladly have done that, it would have suited
you real wen; but because he tells you to just go out and
wash in the Joidan seven times, vou don't want to do it.
Just try it." Say! the grace of God is worth trying.
Two men came to Jesus on crutches, as many come today.
The one said Lord, "if thou wilt, thou canst make me
clean." "If," that was the crutch that he was leaning on.
Thou canst do something—"if." The other said, "If" thou
canst do something for my boy. Jesus did something for
these men. Even tho they did seemingly come on kind of a
crutch, not quire certain of tho power ana deliverance for
them, yet fchi-y came, dint te tti-j secret Say: it is better to come with a crutc.i than not to come at all. They
came on crtudies, but they came. Now you can soe that
they might have leaned upon those crutches and never
have come, as :s the case v>, 'Si so many today. But praise
God! he will take the crutch away if you come. I am so
glad that Jesus Chris-, wdl get u^ to the placx: where we
don't need to lean OH crushes. He will cleanse our
hearts and keep us cLan. Oh, the blessed assurance we
have that his grace will be sufficient for the now. Just
try it. The "if" may be watching somebody else. Too
many people are watching other folks. Don't look back
and watch somebody else. Just try it. God is as good as
His word. God does not say a single thing in His Word,
but what he is going to fulfill completely.

Notice another thought spoken along the line of trial.
I think of the four lepers that sat at the gate of Samaria.
They were having a committee meeting. They came to a
good decision. You know a committee is supposed to
come to a definite decision upon a certain line. Now here
were these four, a committee of lepers sitting at the ga,te
of Samaria with a grave question before them. It was a
question of life and death: they were seeking a way out.
Different points were before them. One was this: If we
sit here we are surely going to die. If we go to Samaria,
there is no hope there, we will die there. If we go to the
Assyrians they will likely kill us, not much hope there,
but we will take the chance—the only chance for life.
Now listen! This will apply wherever the sinner is, either
in or out of the church. If he sits still he is bound to be
lost, and there is no encouragement if he goes to the
world, for he will be lost. But there is one chance for
life—that is by going to Jesus Christ. They took the
chance—they made the decision. What did they find?
There were many obstructions in the roa,d, but they
knew their only hope was to try it. What did they find ?
They found abundant supply. Why they found so much
that they had to go back and tell the other folks. Oh, they
Notice there is a beautiful picture surrounding this made a good decision. Say, if you sit there you will die.
incident in Naaman's life. He was told what to do, for If you go to the world, there is no hope. But there is
the message came. What did he say? They said. "Try it, life in one channel for you. In your condition away from
Just try it once." He did not want to receive that mes- the Lord the chance may look pretty small, the Devil
sage, for there was provision in it. That is where so may say, "There is no hope, you can't get it, other folks
many fail. Instead of trying the thing .they are rather have it, but it isn't for you." Try it! It works, and there
like Naaman, they have their way set, and of course they is abundant supply!
think they must go their way and are not willing to try
Naaman was a leper too, but he w^s cleansed. This
God's way. Now notice they said "try it." "If the mes- evening, while all of us have been sinners,—there were
sage had been "go out and conquer some of your enemies," many lepers in Israel, but only one got cleansed. While

Pasre Twelve

EVANGELICAL

all are in the same situation in life, it is the one that
goes that is going to get the remedy in Jesus Christ.
I came to Jesus as I was,
Weary and worn and sad:
I found in His a, resting place
And He hath made me glad.
There are two things that I want to notice that
nearly wrecked Naa.man's life. In the 11th verse we find
that when Naaman received the message he said "Behold
I thought." Behold I thought. What does he mean by
that. He means like this—a preconceived idea of his
own. Lots of people go down right there, a preconceived
notion of his own. Naaman was wroth and went away
and said, "Behold I thought he will surely come out to me,
and stand, and call on the name of the Lord his God,
and strike his hand over the place, and recover the leper."
Behold I thought. It does not surprise me a bit that God
had to take him another way. He had a preconceived notion. So many get caught there today. Of course someone thinks I can just get down and pray a little bit and
the blessing will fall. I thought the blessing was for
me and that would be all there was to do. God knows if
tha,t was the plan they would run away with a pile of sins
on their back. Should folks get through like that they
would leave with pride in their hearts, and a lot of things
hidden in their life. Behold I thought! What are you
thinking tonight ? What is your preconceived idea ? What
is the thing you are holding on to. Perhaps somebody
thought I would go through living on credit. Oh, it is a
preconceived idea, of course it is, we must come God's
way. Try it. Notce another point. In the 12th verse
we find, "Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers of Damascus better than all the waters of Israel ? May I not wash
in them ,and be clean? So he turned and went away in
rage. We was dictating to God. He almost wrecked his
faith. Lots of people dictate to God, they want to tell
God what to do instead of listening to what God tells
them. We must get to the place where we let God tell us
what to do. A minister was preaching in a certain place
at the close of his sermon he found a man standing outside the inquiry room. Of course the preacher asked him
if he did not want to be saved. His reply was, "I don't
have to go in there to get saved"—just- like people now
days say, "I don't have to go to an altar to get saved."
"Of course" he said, "you don't have to go there, but if
you are going to dictate to God that is where you will
have to go." The man replied, "Well I will go to hell.
He attended the meetings night after night and did not
seem to get anywhere. When finally one night that man
went out over the benches and ma,de a dash for the inquiry room. The minister exclaimed, "I thought you said
you .were going to hell." He said, "I have been there
for a week." He went to dictating to God, in other words
he had his way set and God had to break his will.
During my own experience I one time met a certain man who was back in his experience. He was one of
those, kind you had to handle with kid gloves. The meetings went on and he was becoming more sick, every night.
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When the altar call was given he just went out over the
bench and made for the altar. He did not have to be
coaxed that night. Some want to dictate to God and say,
"Lord, if you will do so and so I will do so and so." When
you get to the place where you do your part don't dictate
to God. It almost robbed Naaman of the blessing. It
would have if it had not been for his followers who encouraged, him to "Try it." He thought he had better and
clearer rivers in his own country. It would be easier at
home, where folks can not see me. Yes, it will be easier
at home for folks won't find out that I am backslidden.
Naaman may have been trying a scheme like that. Now
you know the Jordan was muddy, did not look like a very
good place. The outlook was rather dark. But take
God's way. Get down on your knees and pray right
through, confessing where you have been living. Now
Naaman might have said, "One time will make me wet
enough, or two certainly ought to suffice." But it didn't.
He had to do it seven times. Then what happened. He
got cleansed. Why- Because he obeyed God. He had to
get past his preconceived ideas, his will was surrendered
and broken. Some say, "Lord if you will take me
through, I will be a missionary, a preacher this or that
or something else." But take God's way then you will
be cleansed.
"His flesh became as that of a little child." There
were many lepers in Israel, but Naaman was the only one
that got cleansed. So I am glad this evening for the possibilities of grace. It becomes real. It worked out beautifully afterward. He wanted to give gifts. He was so
rejoiced, he was so satisfied, the work was so complete,
and he felt far better than if he had had his own way.
We cannot see the need of our own heart. I thank God
this evening that the blood of Jesus Christ is sufficient
for all sin. We will have to try it, and like Naaman
throw ourselves unreservedly upon the promises of God.
When we do that there is cleansing in the House of David
for all sin and uncleaness, to take away the power of sin,
gives us power to overcome sin, there is victory and purity within. And as the poet says,
Just as I am,
Without one plea,
Save that thy blood
Was shed for me.
That was the secret, the vital point in the experience of
David, through which he found cleansing, and is the
secret why many souls do not find the cleansing stream.
It is because they don't try God's way. So many have
been trying their own way too long. So many have been
trying and trying their own way instead of God's way,
which always gives victory ad the blessed assurance and
delivernce from all sin. A-l-1 all. If we have this within
our souls others are going to find it out.
(To be continued)

Watch your words.. The back kick of the gun often",
wounds the gun man.—Selected.
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People

carefully, and wrote out in their very best hand the following sentence forty-one times:
It was not a, very large church, nor was it nicely
"This is a missionary potato. Its price is ten cents.
furnished; just a plain, square, bare building. Here It is from the best stock known. It will be sold to one
James and Stephen Holt came to meeting.
who is willing to take a pledge that he will pla,nt it in
One day they stood together over by the stove, wait- the spring, and give every one of its children to missions."
ing for the Sunday School to begin, and talking about Signed by James and Stephen Holt.
the missionary collection that was to be taken up. It
Every shining potato had one of these slips smoothly
was something new for that church; the people were not pasted, to its plump side.
used to having collections. However some of them thot
Didn't those potatoes go off, though! By three o'clock
it was about time for them to begin to give. But the in the afternoon not one was left. Imagine the pleasure
Holt boys had not a cent to give that day.
with which Janies and Stephen Holt each put two dollars
"Pennies are as scarce at our house as hen's teeth," and five cents into the collection that afternoon. Ever
sajd Stephen, showing a pair of white even teeth as he since then they have had a missionary garden.—Regions
spoke. James looked doleful. It was hard on them, he Beyond.
thought, to be the only ones in the class who had nothing
THE REDEEMER.
to give. He looked grimly around the old church. What
should he spy lying in one corner under a seat but a
All we like sheep, like wandering sheep
potato!
From God have gone astray;
"How in the world did that potato get to church," he
All we have turned, yes, every one,
said, nodding his head toward it. "Somebody must have
Turned unto His own way.
dropped it that day we brought the things here for the
folks. I say, Stephie, we might give that potato. I supOn Him, on Christ, the sinless One,
pose it belongs to us as much as to a,nybody."
Hath all our sin been laid;
Stephen turned and gave a long thoughtful look at
And on the cross, God's only Son
the potato.
Our ransom price has paid.
"That's an idea," he said eagerly. "Let's do it."
The Man of Sorrows bore our grief,
James expected to see a roguish look on his face, but
When we were lost in sin;
his eyes and mouth said, "I'm in earnest."
He
died to purchase our relief,
"Honor bright?" a,sked James.
And
give us joy within.
—Sel.
"Yes, honor bright."
"How, split it in two, and each put a half on a
plate,"
MISSIONARY UNBELIEF.
"No," said Stephen, laughing; "we can't get it ready
to give to-day, but suppose we carry it home and plant it
The Christian that does not believe in foreign misin the nicest spot we can find, and take extra care of it, sions does not believe in the "great commission." Repeat
and give every potato it raises to the missionary cause? it and see. The Christian that does not believe in foreign
There will be another chance; this isn't the only collec- missions does not believe in the Apostles' Creed. Repeat
tion the church will take up, and we can sell the potatoes it and see.
to somebody."
The Christian that does not believe in foreign misFull of this new plan, they went into the class look- sions does not believe in the doxology in long meter. Reing less sober than before; and though their faces were peat it and see.
rather red when the box was passed to them, and they
The Christian that does not believe in foreign
had to shake their heads, they thought of the potato and missions in this generation, believes that three hundred
looked at each other and smiled.
more millions of the heathen world ought to die before
Did someone whisper to the earth and the dew and we try to tell them of Jesus Christ.
the sunshine about that potato?
How long is this unbelief to go on; How many more
"Beats all," said Farmer Holt, who was let into the millions must die before the church of God is ready? "If
secret. "If I had a twenty-acre lot that would grow po- thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that
tatoes like that I would make my fortune."
believeth."—Selected.
When harvesting came, there were forty-one good,
sound, splendid potatoes in that piece of ground. Another
Every saved soul is called to be a herald and a witness;
night: while the boys were picking them up, they talked
over the meeting for missions that was to be held in the and we are to aim at nothing less than this, to make evchurch—an all-day meeting. James and Stephen had ery nation, and every creature in every nation, acquainted
their plans made. They washed the forty-one potatoes with the Gospel tidings.—Dr. A. T. Pierson.
THOSE MISSIONARY POTATOES
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Foreign Missionary Department
"The Fields are White Already to Harvest'
A PASSING REPORT OF MTSHABEZI MISSION
The present site of the Mtshabezi Mission is on a small
knoll' about one-half mile east of the Mtshabezi River,
and about the same distance west of the former location.
Coming from the Matopo Mission, you arrive on the west
side of the river, and if one is traveling by ox or mule
cart, you ford the stream and pass on; but when traveling
by motor-car, you usually wait on the shore to be towed
across by a few yoke of oxen. If your hurry is too great
for that, you usually wait at a more uncomfortable place;
that is, in about the middle of the stream, as the river
bed is very loose and sandy.
Koppies of the Matopos, also add intensely to the beautifying of landscape scenery. Some of the land on the
Mission farm, which comprises about 5,000 acres, can
only be utilized for grazing purposes. However, much of
it is of an ordinary fertile nature, and quite productive,
and it is exceedingly gratifying to see what has been
done by wa,y of improvement and the advance steps in
agriculture with the limited time and incomplete equipment.
Let us not forget, the mission's first duty is spiritual
administration; and though much is taught by way of industry and social betterment, these are only subsidiary.
This is the home of the school for native gfyls; and the
range in age is from an infant to twenty-five in a few
instances, but more particularly from eigth to twenty,
one hundred and twenty-five being in attendance at our
arrival.
Much care and responsibility rests with those in
charge. The quarters for these girls are about two hundred and fifty or three thousand yards from the mission compound, and are made in the order of a native
Kraal, (village) only more sanitary; and instead of preparing their food in their living huts ,they have one for a
cook house and another for a dining room. These huts are
of a circular style, about fourteen feet in diameter, one
door ,and a small opening on the opposite side two feet
square, which serves as a window. One of these little
homes usually accommodates from twelve to sixteen occupants, furnishings, a blanket and good solid floor.
The Mission bell sounds the call for rising in the
morning, and soon thereafter you see these girls in
groups going to the church for worship, which is in
charge of one of the missionaries. After worship they
come to the mission compound, where their various duties are assigned; these comprise almost every imaginable source of helpfulness, and very frequently test
the skill of the missionary as to adaptibility. At ten
o'clock they return for breakfast, their food largely consisting of mealie pprridge and peanut gravy, which is
supplied by the mission station, but the preparation is

in charge of a few of the native girls, overseen by the
missionary; they supply their own fuel, by gathering
it from the refuse wood on the mission farm, and very
frequently you can see five, eight, ten or even fifteen of
these girls coming- up the path toward their little village with large bundles of wood, tied with grass or bark
string, on their heads, all in single file.
After breakfast they go to the school-room for three
or four hours; sister Mary Heisey had charge of the
same with two native helpers. After school they again
return to their out-door duties.
We can only know after coming in actual contact
with this work, how necessary it is for our dear workers
to be possessed with an unlimited degree of practical, patient endurance, skillful tact, and love unfailing, to teach
these raw heathen girls the Way of Life, and give them
intelligent training in education, domestic science, sewing, knitting, and general instruction in farm work. Since
no skilled labor is available those who to-day are reliable
helpers, have only become such by persistent effort.
, The water supply for the mission, is largely drawn
from the river, by two yoke of oxen hitched to a cart, upon which there is a tank, operated by three of these native girls. The average quantity for daily use is from
five to six hundred gallons; besides this a few tanks are
provided to store water which is gathered from the roofs
of some of the buildings during the rainy season, which is
largely used for drinking and cooking purposes.
A group of five small cotta,ges built of mud and
kimberly brick, comprise the living quarters for the
workers, these are only temporary, and only one supplied
with an ant course, and must soon be replaced; however
they are under continual inspection, first by the ants,
who are very wily to gain an entrance, then by the
missionary to drive them out. Four of these serve as
residential, the fifth as a dining hall, and general sitting
room. In addition to these is the cook house, dairy,
laundry and store rooms; a very substantial brick church,
which is also used for school purposes, an office, workshop,
mule stable, and a new School house nearing completion
when we left. All are covered with thatch roofs except
workshop and horsestable, which are covered with galvanized iron roofing. A large brick grain storage building, built upon a large granite rock, died last year and
needs to be resurrected.
A beautiful and profitable little grove of fruit trees
near the former site of the mission station, serve as a
great blessing to the missionaries. In it are found
oranges, lemons, limes, papaws, etc.; also a number of
peach, fig, plum and pomegranite planted around the
present location.
From the mission station many glirls go back to their
native kraals, and hv +.bam a foundation is laid for a
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Christian home; and while they become subjects of hardship and much abuse, and some again fall into sin, yet in
their heart is a longing desire for the things of God, and
they look back with much joy to the days spend in association with the missionaries. As you see them attend to
their daily duty at the mission station, such as digging,
plowing, chopping wood, hauling water, wood, manure,
raking grass, planting, dress making, knitting, making
mats or whatsoever, it is usually accompanied by song
and cheerfulness, indicating at least to some degree appreciation of their new environment.
' And thus while the dear missionaries long and pray
much that a deeper sense of spirituality, and that a greater measure of divine fellowship with God, may pervade
the hearts and lives of this dear people, and often are
weary and tired, almost dragging themselves to their
daily tasks, hea,ds aching from the strain of the work and
beating of the sun's hot rays, there after all rises in the
heart, a deep and silent praise, and a joy that is unspeakable, when we consider the centuries of degeneracy, the
the awful blight of man and womanhood that has been
upon this dear people, for the marvels and wonders of
God's grace and power.
Thus generations come and go, missionary efforts
rise and fall, mankind conquers and is overcome, but we
believe in the regeneration, thru the corridors of heaven,
sweet voices will blend in songs of harmony and subliment strains, that came to their haven of rest thru the
missionary effort at Mtshabezi.

THE; DEPUTATION.
REPORT OF EDULCATIONAL DEPARTMENT
OF SALISBURY, RHODESIA
Education Department
Salisbury, Rhodesia, Aug. 19, 1921
No. 7049—846
The Superintendent,
Mtshabezi Mission, Bulawayo.
I beg to inform you that Miss Welldon, inspectress of
Kindergarten and needle work, reports as follows on the
needlework sent in from your mission school for the exhibition on the 16th day of July last.
Forty-seven pieces of work were sent from this
school; the baskets and rugs were most beautifully made.
The specimen work was excellent and showed the definiteness of the teaching given. The knitted socks and punch
caps were also much commented on.
R. Treffey Bower,
Submitted by Deputation.
Bulawa,yo, November 28, 1921
Report of the inspection of the Mtshabezi mission
school by the government inspector visited November
22, 1921.
Rev. J. L. Myers has recently succeeded Rev. Mr.
Steckley, as local superintendent at Mtshabezi: Mr. Steckley in turn relieving Rev. Mr. Steigerwald at the Matopo
Mission during the latter's long leave furlough.
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The resident lady staff now consists of: Mrs. Doner,
Miss Book, Miss Baker, Miss Heisey, Miss Winger.
The allotment of duties m a y b e roughly sumarized
as follows:
Mrs. Doner—Matron and domestic science teacher.
Miss Book—Out station schools and kraals visitor,
religious services.
Miss Heisey—In charge of school.
Miss Winger—Has recently joined the staff since
Miss Baker who proceeded on long leave—medical and
nursing work.
A noticeable feature of the work is the excellent
system of training in dressmaking and sewing. The
school of 122 pupils has been classified into four groups
for the purpose. Classes are held for each group, two
periods per week, 3i/2 hours each. The groups have been
carefully graded. The aim being to enable every girl
to become a capable needlewoman with ability to cut
out and make plain serviceable garments; material and
equipment are supplied by the mission.
The work being done is uniformly good a,nd bears
testimony to the admirable methods of the teaching. Excellent work is also done by the knitting class of thirteen.
Some of the specimens seen: knitted jumpers, scarfs,
caps, socks, etc., would do credit to a class of white pupils.
Practically the whole school is also employed in farm
work primarily tillage; approximately 90 acres have been
tilled and cultivated during the yeapr.
Main school, (i. e. for boarders) is held daily from
11 a. m. to 2:45 p. m. Good work is being done under Miss
Heisey's direction and on the general lines of the native
code. It would be better, however, if in classification
syllabus this code was more definitely observed.
A small group of senior pupils can write a simple
letter in the Vernacular, do simple calculations involving use of money, (corresponding to Std. Ill syllabus)
and carry on simple conversations in English. About
ninety pupils can read the vanacular from the New Testament and transcribe verses read on their slates.
Writing on slates is fair. A nota,bly good feature in
this school is the singing, it is exceptionally well taught
by Miss Heisey. Exercises in Tonic Sol Fa were well done
and several songs sung by the whole cless with harmony
and restraint. School is held by Miss Heisey for two
hours each morning for day pupils, the work being on
similar lines to that of the main school.
Boarders are comfortably housed n good huts; arrangement for meals adequate; discipline is good and
hygienic conditions carefully enforced.
The native industry of basket weaving is being wisely fostered, this work is entirely voluntary, yet eagerly
engaged in by practically all pupils as a recreation, some
excellent specimens were seen. A large new school
building (pise work) is now approaching completion.
This mission qualifies for grants on the first class
school basis in respect to its boarders and on second class
school basis in respect to day pupils. The general superintendent, Rev. H. Steigerwald and Mrs. Steigerwald
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1923 SCRIPTURE
TEXT CALENDAR
SftfptttaCextCfelsadac ]
QhoughlsforDailyfQedilahorL,

Size of Calendar 9%xl6Vk inches
The Scripture Text Calendar for the coming
year is now ready for delivery. The above illustration indicates the style and design of the front
cover as well a,s of the inside pages. The usual
workmanship appreciated on former issues is
again applied on this edition.
A new illustration is used for each month. The
figures are easily read. The scripture texts are
selected with cafe. The moon's phases are given.
The International Sunday School Lessons are
given for each Sunday of the year.
The illustrations this year are all printed from
four color work and will be appreciated. The selection is very rare and represents the best of art as
it is produced today.
A 200-year calendar on the back is very helpful in determining da,tes of important events in
recent history.
Prices—One to One Hundred
Printed in English, Swedish, Norwegian-Danish,
German, and Japanese languages.
Single Copies
$0.35
5 Copies
_ 1.65
12 Copies
_ 3.84
_ 7.50
25 Copies
11.00
50 Copies
_18.00
100 Copies
Special Prices to Agents.
A sample copy will convince you of its merits.
Order it today.
AGENTS WANTED
E. V. PUBLISHING HOUSE
Nappanee, Indiana
inmnmmnmstt
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go on a well earned long leave at the end of this year.
No report of the work of the Matopo and Mtshabezi
Missions would be complete which failed to recognize the
great part played by Mr. Steigerwald in building up these
missions to their present high standard of efficiency. The
influence of his forceful personality, exemplified by his
high conception of duty and conduct, untiring energy,
keen insight into the native mind, able grasp of native
problems, wise discipline, exercised with firmness yet
without severity, has left its mark on every department
of these mission's activities..
In the development of native education, he has at
a}\ times given his most loyal co-operation to the Department of education.
The fine work of Mrs. Steigerwald among the native girls of the mission has been characterized by the
same high standard of energy, devotion and duty.
My colleague, Mr. Lenfesty, who hap visited these
missions in previous years desires to associate himself
with the view I now express.
Some interesting photographs of the activities of
the mission accompany this report.
J. B. BRADY,
Inspector of schools.
Submited by the Deputation.
If we go about our daily work with no thought of
the loving presence of the Lord, with no assurance of His
presence with us, then all will come to naught, so far as
any real, actual, living experience may be concerned, and
without these, there can be no Christian life.—Selected.
In the worship of God, while the body is upon the
knee, the soul ought to be upon the wing.—Venning.
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NOTICE REGARDING NEW HYMNAL

I
|
We are glad to announce that the new
•f; edition of Spiritual Hymns revised is now
f. ready for delivery. Prices are as follows:
I
75c each postpaid
t
| Stiff cloth covers $65.00 per 100 not prepaid. |
, ..
50c each postpaid
Limp cloth covers. $ 4 5 . 0 0 per 100 not prepaid $
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NOTE—Orders for 25 or more will be filled
at the 100 rate. Not prepaid.
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Send your orders now to
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Evangelical Visitor Publishing House
Nappanee, Indiana
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